[Hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy for liver metastases from colorectal cancer].
After randomized studies of hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy (HAIC) versus systemic chemotherapy for liver metastases from colorectal cancer in the 1980s, the role of HAIC has been unclear and there is still no evidence to support it as the treatment of choice. The high local control, the differences in techniques between Japan and Western countries, the difficulty of detecting pre-treatment extra-hepatic metastases and the fact that HAIC does not control extra-hepatic lesions are the most important points in considering clinical trials of HAIC. Clinical studies on the combination of HAIC using 5-FU and systemic chemotherapy using CPT-11, and then randomized trial of systemic chemotherapy with/without HAIC is required in Japan to reveal the role of HAIC in the management of liver metastases from colorectal cancer. We should understand the importance of our role in this field.